
WISDOM  - 3RD OCTOBER 2010 
 
Over recent weeks we have been celebrating the season of creation and looking at its 
different components, the wonder of growth and life, social justice, global vegetation and 
the earths harvest and the contribution of animals. All today’s readings, from Proverbs, 
Corinthians and Luke have references to knowledge and wisdom so today I want us to 
look at the obligations that come with these gifts and their significance in creation. 
 
First we need to define the difference between knowledge and wisdom.   
 
The Oxford English Dictionary defines Knowledge as expertise, and skills acquired by a 
person through experience or education; the theoretical or practical understanding of a 
subject; while Wisdom is a deeper understanding than just knowledge; wisdom is the 
ability to apply knowledge, wisdom acknowledges the need to act and to act consistently 
to produce the best results; to be effective and efficient.  
 
It is generally regarded that the greater of these two gifts is wisdom, for wisdom is the 
ability to put knowledge into practice; but it is more than this. Wisdom, In the biblical 
sense, involves the practical application of the spiritual gifts we are given; it is not static, it 
is dynamic – it reveals itself in action. 
 
1 Corinthians 12 lists a series of spiritual gifts, teaching, healing, prophecy, tongues, 
administration, and advises that all these gifts have been distributed amongst all of us. 
Each one of us is gifted in some way, but it is important to understand that the gifts are 
provided not for our personal benefit but for us to use for the benefit of others. On their 
own they are knowledge, when we apply them for the benefit of others they are 
transformed into wisdom. Wisdom is the transforming the gifts of God into real action.  
 
Billy Graham once put it this way when he said, “Knowledge is horizontal. Wisdom is 
vertical....it comes down from above”.  
 
Knowledge and wisdom appear early in the original creation story. We find them in Gen 
2.9 “…in the centre of the garden in Eden were two trees, the tree of life and the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil….”  
 
The tree of knowledge represents the choice given to us humans to choose between 
moral knowledge and discernment.  It represents the temptation that is available to all to 
choose to either live life with God or to be independent.  
 
The other tree, the tree of life represents God’s love and the original intention of God to 
provide all humanity with immortality or eternal life. Jesus uses this image and becomes 
…the way, the truth and the life…”  the access extended to all people to eternal life. The 
tree of life represents wisdom, the access to eternal life for which we were originally 
created. 
 
In looking to further link knowledge and wisdom to creation, I was attracted to a recent 
series of articles in the SMH on research on gravity undertaken by the Australian 
National University on the creation of the universe. We have also heard again from 
Stephen Hawkins who is claiming that our universe was created due to the presence of 
gravity and that therefore there was no need for God.  
 
Perhaps the difference between the religious view of creation and the Stephen Hawkins 
view can be summarized in this story. 
 



God and Stephen Hawkins were debating the creation of life and SH was saying that due 
to the advance of scientific enlightenment and research that we humans, could create life 
without the need for God and was happy for a competition to demonstrate his position. 
 
God picked up a handful of soil, spat on it, molded it between his fingers, breathed in its 
nostrils and created a living breathing person. 
 
SH said he could do the same in his laboratory, bent over and picked up a handful of soil 
and was about to start when God said “Stop – go and make your own soil – that’s part of 
my creation.”  
 
When we revisit the Genesis creation story we are aware that it was written about 1400 
BC, and while originally credited to Moses, most modern theologians now accept that it 
was drawn together from 4 older manuscripts. So what we have in Genesis is based on 
myth, ancient folklore and the best wisdom and knowledge that prevailed at the time. 
 
While we appreciate it provides a simplistic account and sequence of creation in a poetic 
language, we are also mindful this ancient patchwork of folklore, stories and symbolism is 
not to be taken literally. We know through the discoveries of science that it took much 
longer than 6 days; although some fundamental literalists would strongly disagree. 
 
If the Genesis story had been re-written in the late 1970’s from a science fiction 
perspective and Stephen Spielberg was one of its writers it could just as easily begin in a 
Star Wars fashion with….   
…….. “A long, long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away a battle raged between the Rebel 
Alliance and the evil Galactic Empire (the battle between good and evil); where behind all 
life is the underlying Force which is an omnipresent form of energy that surrounds all and 
penetrates all and binds the galaxy together; it gave rise to the expression of 
encouragement ………. May the force be with you. 
 
 Or alternatively, if our creation story was written by Australian National University and 
SH from a current scientific perspective it could have been more like this  
…… In the beginning, 13.7 billion years ago, was the big bang and over hundreds of 
millions of years the swirling gasses evolved into galaxies, universes and planets upon 
which selective life forms crawled out of the cosmic ooze, some of which evolved to 
create creatures of many kinds including humankind as we know it today….. 
 
With the constant advancement in science and research, we realize that none of these 
introduction stories to explain creation is either accurate or complete and hence we are 
drawn back to reread the biblical creation, why? . It is because of the one simple 
preamble that is the bedrock of all religion -   …“In the beginning was God…”  
 
Regardless of how the unfolding of the laws of nature and the scientific research press 
the boundaries and broaden our understanding of creation and life, the simplified story 
lines of Genesis will remain understandable and wholesome, a constant reminder of the 
most important element - the special place that God has created for us. 
 
Unlike the stories of creation from other cultures and religions where man is created to 
serve the Gods and to do their bidding, our creation story stands out as unique because 
of what is stated in Gen 1:26  where God says …..“let us make man in our image, in our 
likeness and let them rule over all ….”here we are reminded we were always intended to 
share life in harmony with God and to be responsible to manage his creation. 
 
As the Psalmist exclaims   ..“You have made us little less than Gods; you have crowned 
us with glory and honor. You have given us dominion over your handiwork; and have put 
all things in subjection beneath our feet.”… 



 
To be in harmony with God and to embrace his teaching, places a very powerful 
responsibility on us to protect his creation, our environment; we are not at liberty to abuse 
our environment for self interest but required to take steps in order to protect and 
preserve it for the benefit of all; to share with justice the resources of the earth.   
 
As we learn from Proverbs….."The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom". "Fear" 
not in the sense of frightened or intimidated but in the sense of awe, reverence, & 
respect. And if we paraphrase today’s reading from Proverbs it goes something like this:- 
 
No matter what our path in life, we will meet people who need our assistance and 
guidance, and therefore we need to be attentive and listen to their needs, to listen for the 
truth, to learn from it, to be discerning and by so doing we will gain knowledge. To quote 
Proverbs ”…Choose instruction rather than silver; and knowledge rather than gold for 
wisdom is more precious than rubies…” 
 
When we embrace the love of God in our lives, He enriches us with gifts to use in serving 
Him as mentioned earlier from Corinthians. We also find in that list the gifts of wisdom 
and knowledge. God is keen to give us access to wisdom and knowledge, the ability to 
use our imagination and anything else he has given us  – why??  Because God’s 
creation didn’t stop in Genesis it is ongoing, dynamic and renewing every minute of every 
day and you and I are not only invited to assist, but expected to assist, expected to use 
the gifts he has given each of us to refresh, renew and revitalise our world. 
 
We see evidence of this every day, in so many ways, through medical research, 
genetics, robotics, nuclear fusion, nano technology, stem cell research, DNA, space 
exploration, there are hundreds of every day activities that are expounding our 
knowledge and understanding of our past, present and future. 
 
We are also contributing to creation in being diligent in our work, being good parents, 
providing safety and security for children, by providing love and compassion, through 
pastoral care, through chaplaincy and the outreach of mission, all actions which we 
undertake that are for the benefit of the welfare of others. 
 
We can be musicians, choristers, artists, authors, writers, illustrators of children’s books, 
teachers; …what ever our role in life, each one of us has been called to ensure that this 
life is better and more enjoyable for others just by simply doing what we do best – to be 
our creative selves – to let God transform us to be the person he wants us to be.  
 
From Matthew Jesus calls us  “I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and gave me drink, a 
stranger and you invited me in, naked and you clothed me, sick and you looked after 
me….” This is Knowledge in action, this is what God calls wisdom. 
 
We have the responsibility to use this knowledge and wisdom to enable all to enjoy life, 
to reveal God’s love to others and by so doing, know we are contributing to God’s  
ongoing creation. 
 


